120	LORD CHESTERFIELD'S WORKS.
staining of glass. That medium, which throws strange and various colours upon all objects, was formerly sacred to our churches, and consequently may, for ought I know, in the intended revival of our true church discipline, be thought a candidate worthy of our favour and reception, and so a stained medium be established as the true, orthodox, and canonical one.
I have found it much easier to point out the mischiefs I apprehend, than the means of obviating or remedying them, though I have turned it every way in my thoughts.
To have a certain number of persons appointed to examine and license all the glasses that should be used in this kingdom, would be lodging so great a trust in those persons that the temptations to betray it would be exceedingly great too; and it is to be feared that people of quality would not take the trouble of it, so that Quis eustodiat i/psos custodes ? (By whom will these keepers be kept ?)
I once thought of proposing that a Committee of both Houses of Parliament should be vested with that power: but I immediately laid that aside for reasons which I am not obliged to communicate to the public.
At last, despairing to find out any legal method that should prove effectual, I resolved to content myself with an earnest exhortation to all my country folks, of whatsoever rank or sex, to see with their own eyes, or not see at all, blindness being preferable to error.
See then with your own eyes, ye Princes, though weak or dim: they will still give you a fairer and truer representation of objects, than you will ever have by the interposition of any medium whatsoever.